Chapter 1
THE MIND OF CHILD AND ADULT
ASSOCIATION AND PERCEPTION
JAYHEN and child psychologists usually interpret the child's ac-
JLj tions and reactions in terms of adult psychology. The child is
considered as an undeveloped adult.
0mce the child has had infinitely fewer experiences than the
adm!, his associations, thought patterns, and motivations for actions
and reactions are greatly limited. Therefore the first basic differ-
ence between child and adult is a quantitative one in the volume and
extent of thought material But any quantitative difference in per-
sonality also appears as a qualitative difference. If we say that a
person is active or passive, we can also define passivity as an ex-
tremely low degree of activity, since a complete absence of activity
would mean immobility. But just this extremely low degree makes
the qualitative difference of behavior. Each new experience does not
constitute a single independent item but becomes integrated into
personality, and such an integration effects a qualitative change in
all other factors. Each element which forms part of a whole in-
fluences the whole. Therefore, the structure of the child is different
from that of the adult not only quantitatively, but also qualitatively.
The adult's mind is mostly determined by the experiences of
other persons, which he accepts, Our factual knowledge in science,
philosophy, historical events, etc., is taken for granted. All our own
experiences are checked for their validity in comparison with the
experiences of others. If this were not the case, our dream experi-
ences or imagination would be taken as reality. The child's own
experiences and his knowledge of the experiences of others are very
limited, and he does not check their validity,
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